OFFICE DESIGN

Auburn Brace headquarters
acl as a showcase for both client and architect.
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hat headquarters facifities are meant to be image-

promoting for both client and designer is generally

a tacit given. Itis especially true for first-time busi-
ness ventures. Such was the case with the nawly estad-
lished firm Auburn Brace, which had leased 1,600 sq.
#. in midtown Manhattan and gave architec! Eric
Schlamowitz, AlA, his firstindependent commission. As
sgen here, the visual means to that end are readily ap-
parent—in such freestanding components as a receo-
tionist's kiosk and central conference room, in a grid
element that pervades as a leitmotif and in a color
scheme in which neutrals are eniivenad by a bright
peach accent hue.

Confronting the site, Schiamowitz found a floor plan
of long narrow configuration with sources of natural
illurmination limited to the ends. This dearth of daylight
plus the awkward dimensions of the space itsell pre-
sented the young architect with his major challenges. In
an effort to counteract these detriments, Schiamowitz
devised a plan emphasizing open areas. He aligned the
receplionists kiosk, conference room and & senes of
work stafions down the cenler of the aisle-like space,
while locating those enciosed offices deemed neces-
sary by programming at the perimeter and. in the case
of the partners’ office, at the Iront end. As to lighting
problems, Schiamowitz concentrated his solution on
using ambient sources and materials with reflective

A treestending kinsk defines the receptionist’s station (ieft)
and adjacen! waiting erea (opposits). Mumination far both
sregs is provided by reflectad Bight coming from Quorescent
tubes incorporatad into the top edge of the umt. Lighting
below the marbie-topped desk gives it a fioating qualty




Beiow, left: In the conference roam the steel grid suppart of
the marble tabie top duplicates the pattem of the glass biock
walls.

Balow, right: Open offices are farmed Dy work slztions locatsd
in the rear ares of the space, Ambient kighting fram the fumi-
ture system provides ovevall untination; supplamentary Kghil-
ing comes from task fixtures.

Opposita: View from the conferance roaemn through the recep-
liowt area to the up-ront partners' ofice focuseas on the parva
Sive use of the grid matit.
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Gualities since the installation of recessed fixtures was
preciuded by a too-shallow ceiling. A pervasive (except
for the conference room) perforated metal cailing pro-
vides the basis for reflected light throughout. To illumi-
nate the receptionist's station and the adjacent waiting
arga, two warm while fluorescent tubes are built into the
top edge of the kiosk and covered with texturad glass to
cutglare. In the conference room troughs are cutinto the
Cedfing to accommodate bare bulbs whose light is re-
fracted through the rcom’s glass block walls. And, in the
rear work area, ambient light comes from fluorescent
sources incorporated into the work stations, which also
have task fixtures.

Although the oftices are devoid of true decorative ef-
fects, the afore-cited grid detail provides for pleasant
aesthetics. As explained by Schlamowitz, “all planes
perpendicular to the long walls are elther grids of glass
block, textured glass sliding doors, a sandbiasted glass
Goor or open wood grids. Steel grids are also used o
support the ends of the marble table 10ps in the confer-
ence room and executive offices” OFf four months’ dura-
tion, the project was completed for $350,000.
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